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EXECUTIVE  SUMMARY  

 

Between October and December 2020, at the request of Terra Nova Planning and Research, Inc., 

CRM TECH performed a cultural resources overview study for the Village Specific Plan and EIR in 

the Town of Apple Valley, San Bernardino County, California.  The area covered by the specific 

plan (ñplanning areaò) consists of approximately 648 acres of commercial, residential, and vacant 

land in and around the Apple Valley Village Property and Business Improvement District, which lies 

along both sides of State Highway 18 (Happy Trails Highway), between and near the intersections 

with Navajo Road and Central Road.  The entire planning area is located in the south halves of 

Sections 21-23 and the north halves of Section 26-28, Township 5 North Range 3 West, San 

Bernardino Baseline and Meridian.  

 

The purpose of the study is to provide Town of Apple Valley with an inventory of previously 

identified cultural resources in the planning area and assess the potential for as-yet undocumented 

resources to be encountered during future development.  It is designed to serve as a planning tool in 

the statutory/regulatory compliance process mandated by such legislation as the California 

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and, for projects involving federal jurisdiction, Section 106 of 

the National Historic Preservation Act.  In order to accomplish this objective, CRM TECH initiated 

a historical/archaeological resources records search and a Native American Sacred Lands File 

search, pursued historical background research, and carried out a reconnaissance-level field survey. 

 

The results of these research procedures suggest that the planning area is relatively low in sensitivity 

for archaeological sites and other cultural resources from the prehistoric or early historic period, and 

that resources to be expected in the planning area are primarily buildings, structures, objects, and 

other built-environment features that date to the late historic period, especially the post-World War 

II era (circa 1945-1970).  These are mainly modest single-story commercial buildings along with a 

few single- and multi-family residences, other buildings such as civic establishments and churches, 

and infrastructure features.  Commercial buildings that appear to date to that period are concentrated 

mainly in the Highway 18 corridor, while residential and other buildings from that period may occur 

sporadically in the same area and along intersecting or peripheral roads such as Navajo Road, 

Ottawa Road, and Shawnee Road.   

 

Specifically, potential historical resources that will require focused studies and analysis under CEQA 

or Section 106 guidelines in future environmental compliance processes include:  

 

¶ Four properties that are locally recognized as Historical Points of Interest by the Town of Apple 

Valley: 

¶ The Pink House at 13733 Navajo Road; 

¶ El Pueblo Shops at 21810 Outer Highway 18 North; 

¶ Conrad Publishing House at 21825 Outer Highway 18 South; 

¶ James A. Woody Community Center at 13467 Navajo Road. 

¶ All buildings and other notable built-environment features in the planning area that are 50 years 

of age and retain at least a recognizable level of historical characteristics. 
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Development in the planning area is known to have begun in the historic period, albeit the later 

portion thereof, and the growth pattern has always been imbalanced in favor of properties along 

Highway 18 and a few secondary streets, such as Navajo Road, Central Road and, to a lesser extent, 

Pioneer Road, Valley Drive, and Ottawa Road.  Therefore, the potential for impacting any ñhistorical 

resources,ò either directly or indirectly, by future development in the planning area will need to be 

determined through site-specific surveys for individual projects, commonly known as Phase I 

studies.  Meanwhile, any ground-disturbing activities in the planning area that inadvertently 

encounter buried cultural material that may be prehistoric or historical in age will need to be halted 

within 50 feet of the find until a qualified archaeologist can evaluate the nature and significance of 

the discovery.  
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INTRODUCTION  

 

Between October and December 2020, at the request of Terra Nova Planning and Research, Inc., 

CRM TECH performed a cultural resources overview study for the Village Specific Plan and EIR in 

the Town of Apple Valley, San Bernardino County, California.  The area covered by the specific 

plan (ñplanning areaò) consists of approximately 648 acres of commercial, residential, and vacant 

land in and around the Apple Valley Village Property and Business Improvement District, which lies 

along both sides of State Highway 18 (Happy Trails Highway), between and near the intersections 

with Navajo Road and Central Road (Figs. 1-3).  The entire planning area is located in the south 

halves of Sections 21-23 and the north halves of Section 26-28, Township 5 North Range 3 West, 

San Bernardino Baseline and Meridian (Fig. 2).  

 

The purpose of the study is to provide Town of Apple Valley with an inventory of previously 

identified cultural resources in the planning area and assess the potential for as-yet undocumented 

resources to be encountered during future development.  It is designed to serve as a planning tool in 

the statutory/regulatory compliance process mandated by such legislation as the California 

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and, for projects involving federal jurisdiction, Section 106 of 

the National Historic Preservation Act.   

 

In order to accomplish this objective, CRM TECH initiated a historical/archaeological resources 

records search and a Native American Sacred Lands File search, pursued historical background 

research, and carried out a reconnaissance-level field survey.  The following report is a complete 

account of the methods, results, and final conclusion of the study.  Personnel who participated in 

the study are named in the appropriate sections below, and their qualifications are provided in 

Appendix 1. 

 

 
 

Figure 1.  Project vicinity.  (Based on USGS San Bernardino, Calif., 120ôx60ô quadrangle [USGS 1969])  
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Figure 2.  Project location.  (Based on USGS Apple Valley North and Apple Valley South, Calif., 7.5ô quadrangles 

[USGS 1980; 1993]) 
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Figure 3.  Recent satellite image of the planning area.  
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APPLICABLE STATUTORY AND REGULATORY FRAMEWORK  

 

ñCULTURAL RESOURCESò 

 

ñCultural resourceò is a term representing the physical evidence or a place associated with past 

human activities.  Cultural resources could be buildings, structures, objects, landscapes, sites, or 

artifact deposits that can be characterized temporally as being prehistoric or historical in origin.  In 

some cases, they could also be natural features that acquired cultural significance during prehistoric 

or historical times.  However, the two principal categories of cultural resources are built-

environment resources and archaeological resources, the latter of which may consist of features 

and/or artifacts on the surface as well as subsurface deposits that may be exposed during earth-

moving operations. 

 

Among these, prehistoric cultural resources, almost always archaeological in nature in California, 

are the result of activities of the ancestors and predecessors of contemporary Native Americans, 

especially those that predated European contact, and often retain traditional and spiritual significance 

to them.  Examples of prehistoric cultural resources include the archaeological remains of Native 

American villages and campsites; human burials and cremations; food processing, lithic resource 

procurement, or tool-making localities; rock art and geoglyphs; aboriginal trails; and isolated 

ceramic, flaked-stone, groundstone, or faunal artifacts.   

 

Historical cultural resources are any man-made environmental features that provide a setting for 

human activit ies during the historic period, from the beginning of European colonization to generally 

50 years before present.  They may relate to early Spanish missions, travel and exploration, 

settlement and homesteading, cattle and sheep herding, mining, agriculture, industrial and 

commercial development, and urban/suburban expansion, among other themes.  In the Apple Valley 

area, historical cultural resources generally are associated with early settlement and subsequent 

growth of the community from the mid-1800s to the post-World War II era. 

 

ñHISTORICAL RESOURCESò AND ñHISTORIC PROPERTIESò 

 

Not all cultural resources require preservation, mitigation, or other types of protection from potential 

project impacts under current environmental statutes and regulations.  For projects under state or 

local jurisdiction, CEQA provides the official definition of ñhistorical resourcesò and establishes that 

ña project that may cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical resource is a 

project that may have a significant effect on the environmentò (PRC §21084.1).  According to PRC 

§5020.1(j), ñóhistorical resourceô includes, but is not limited to, any object, building, site, area, place, 

record, or manuscript which is historically or archaeologically significant, or is significant in the 

architectural, engineering, scientific, economic, agricultural, educational, social, political, military, 

or cultural annals of California.ò 

 

More specifically, CEQA guidelines state that the term ñhistorical resourcesò applies to any such 

resources listed in or determined to be eligible for listing in the California Register of Historical 

Resources, included in a local register of historical resources, or determined to be historically 

significant by the lead agency (Title 14 CCR §15064.5(a)(1)-(3)).  Regarding the proper criteria for 

the evaluation of historical significance, CEQA guidelines mandate that ñgenerally a resource shall 
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be considered by the lead agency to be óhistorically significantô if the resource meets the criteria for 

listing on the California Register of Historical Resourcesò (Title 14 CCR §15064.5(a)(3)).  A 

resource may be listed in the California Register if it meets any of the following criteria: 

 

(1) Is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns 

of Californiaôs history and cultural heritage.  

(2) Is associated with the lives of persons important in our past. 

(3) Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region, or method of 

construction, or represents the work of an important creative individual, or possesses high 

artistic values.  

(4) Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history.  

(PRC §5024.1(c)) 

 

A local register of historical resources, pursuant to PRC §5020.1(k), ñmeans a list of properties 

officially designated or recognized as historically significant by a local government pursuant to a 

local ordinance or resolution.ò  At the present time, the Town of Apple Valley has designated 18 

sites as Historical Points of Interest (Town of Apple Valley n.d.).  As such, for CEQA compliance 

purposes these 18 sites should be presumed to be historically or culturally significant unless the 

preponderance of the evidence demonstrates otherwise (PRC §21084.1). 

 

For projects involving federal funding, permits, or licenses, Section 106 of the National Historic 

Preservation Act mandates that federal agencies avoid, minimize, or mitigate any adverse effects on 

ñhistoric propertiesò (36 CFR 800.1(a)).  As defined by the Advisory Council on Historic 

Preservation, ñhistoric property means any prehistoric or historic district, site, building, structure, or 

object included in, or eligible for inclusion in, the National Register of Historic Places maintained by 

the Secretary of the Interiorò (36 CFR 800.16(l)).  The eligibility criteria for the National Register, 

as outlined in 36 CFR 60.4, are very similar to those for the California Register and were indeed 

what the California Register criteria were modeled after. 

 

 

CULTURAL SETTING  

 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL CONTEXT  

 

In order to understand the progress of Native American cultures prior to European contact, 

archaeologists have devised chronological frameworks on the basis of artifacts and site types that 

date back some 12,000 years.  Currently, the chronology most frequently applied in the Mojave 

Desert divides the regionôs prehistory into five periods marked by changes in archaeological 

remains, reflecting different ways in which Native peoples adapted to their surroundings.  According 

to Warren (1984) and Warren and Crabtree (1986), the five periods are as follows: the Lake Mojave 

Period, 12,000 years to 7,000 years ago; the Pinto Period, 7,000 years to 4,000 years ago; the 

Gypsum Period, 4,000 years to 1,500 years ago; the Saratoga Springs Period, 1,500 years to 800 

years ago; and the Protohistoric Period, 800 years ago to European contact.   

 

More recently, Hall (2000) presented a slightly different chronology for the region, also with five 

periods: Lake Mojave (ca. 8000-5500 B.C.), Pinto (ca. 5500-2500 B.C.), Newberry (ca. 1500 B.C.-
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500 A.D.), Saratoga (ca. 500-1200 A.D.), and Tecopa (ca. 1200-1770s A.D.).  According to Hall 

(ibid.:14), small mobile groups of hunters and gatherers inhabited the Mojave Desert during the Lake 

Mojave Period.  Their material culture is represented by the Great Basin Stemmed points and flaked 

stone crescents.  These small, highly mobile groups continued to inhabit the region during the Pinto 

Period, which saw an increased reliance on ground foods, small and large game animals, and the 

collection of vegetal resources, suggesting that ñsubsistence patterns were those of broad-based 

foragersò (ibid.:15).  Artifact types found in association with this period include the Pinto points and 

Olivella sp. spire-lopped beads (ibid.).   

 

Distinct cultural changes occurred during the Newberry Period, in comparison to the earlier periods, 

including ñgeographically expansive land-use patternéinvolving small residential groups moving 

between select localities,ò long-distance trade, and the diffusion of trait characteristics (Hall 

2000:16).  Typical artifacts from this period are the Elko and Gypsum Contracting Stem points and 

Split Oval beads.  The two ensuing periods, Saratoga and Tecopa, are characterized by seasonal 

group settlements near accessible food resources and the intensification of the exploitation of plant 

foods, as evidenced by groundstone artifacts (ibid.:16).   

 

Hall (ibid.) states that ñlate prehistoric foraging patterns were more restricted in geographic routine 

and range, a consequence of increasing population densityò and other variables.  Saratoga Period 

artifact types include Rose Spring and Eastgate points as well as Anasazi grayware pottery.  Artifacts 

from the Tecopa Period include Desert Side-notched and Cottonwood Triangular points, buffware 

and brownware pottery, and beads of the Thin Lipped, Tiny Saucer, Cupped, Cylinder, steatite, and 

glass types (ibid.). 

 

Depending on the natural environment in which they were located, native groups adopted different 

types of subsistence economy, although they were all based on gathering, hunting, and/or fishing.  

As a result, ancient occupation sites in valleys and foothills often contain portable mortars and 

pestles along with large projectile points, suggesting a reliance on fleshy nut foods and larger game 

animals.  Sites found in the more arid inland areas in southern California, such as the Victor Valley, 

often contain fragments of flat slab metates and plano-convex scrapers along with projectile points, 

suggesting a reliance on seed resources, plant pulp, and smaller game animals.   

 

ETHNOHISTORICAL CONTEXT  

 

The present-day Apple Valley area is situated near the presumed boundary between the traditional 

territories of the Serrano and the Vanyume peoples.  The basic written sources on Serrano and 

Vanyume cultures are Kroeber (1925), Strong (1929), and Bean and Smith (1978), and the following 

ethnographic discussion is based on these sources.  Linguistically the Vanyume of the Mojave River 

valley were probably related to the Serrano, although politically they seem to have differed from the 

Serrano proper.  The number of Vanyumes, never large, dwindled rapidly between 1820 and 1834, 

when much of the Native population in southern California was removed to the various missions and 

their asistencias, and the group virtually disappeared well before 1900.  As a result, very little is 

known about the Vanyume today. 

 

The Serranoôs territory is centered at the San Bernardino Mountains, but also includes part of the 

San Gabriel Mountains, most of the San Bernardino Valley, and the southern rim of the Mojave 
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Desert, reaching as far east as the Cady, Bullion, Sheep Hole, and Coxcomb Mountains.  However, it 

is nearly impossible to assign definitive boundaries for the Serrano territory due to the nature of the 

tribeôs clan-based organization as well as the lack of reliable data.  The name of the group, Serrano, 

was derived from a Spanish term meaning ñmountaineerò or ñhighlander.ò   

 

Prior to European contact, Serrano subsistence was defined by the surrounding landscape and 

primarily based on the gathering of wild and cultivated foods and hunting, exploiting nearly all of 

the resources available.  They settled mostly on elevated terraces, hills, and finger ridges near where 

flowing water emerged from the mountains.  Loosely organized into exogamous clans led by 

hereditary heads, the clans were in turn affiliated with one of two exogamous moieties, the Wildcat 

(Tukutam) or the Coyote (Wahiiam).  The exact nature of the clans, their structure, function, and 

number are not known, except that each clan was the largest autonomous political and landholding 

unit.  The core of the unit was the patrilineage, although women retained their own lineage names 

after marriage.  There was no pan-tribal political union among the clans. 

 

The Serrano had a variety of technological skills that they used to acquire food, shelter, and clothing 

as well as to create ornaments and decorations.  Common tools included manos and metates, mortars 

and pestles, hammerstones, fire drills, awls, arrow straighteners, and stone knives and scrapers.  

These lithic tools were made from locally sourced material as well as materials procured through 

trade or travel.  They also used wood, horn, and bone spoons and stirrers; baskets for winnowing, 

leaching, grinding, transporting, parching, storing, and cooking; and pottery vessels for carrying 

water, storage, cooking, and serving food and drink.  Much of this material cultural, elaborately 

decorated, does not survive in the archaeological record.  As usual, the main items found 

archaeologically relate to subsistence activities. 

 

Although contact with Europeans may have occurred as early as 1771 or 1772, Spanish influence on 

Serrano lifeways was minimal until the 1810s, when a mission asistencia was established on the 

southern edge of Serrano territory.  Between then and the end of the mission era in 1834, most of the 

Serrano in the western portion of their traditional territory were removed to the nearby missions.  In 

the eastern portion, a series of punitive expeditions in 1866-1870 resulted in the death or 

displacement of almost all remaining Serrano population in the San Bernardino Mountains.  Today, 

most Serrano descendants are affiliated with the San Manuel Band of Mission Indians, the Morongo 

Band of Mission Indians, or the Serrano Nation of Indians.  

 

HISTORICAL CONTEXT  

 

Early Exploration of the Victor Valley  

 

The first European visitor known to have arrived in the Victor Valley was the famed Spanish 

explorer Francisco Garcés, who traveled through the area in 1776, shortly after the beginning of 

Spanish colonization Alta California in 1769 (Beck and Haas 1974:15).  The earliest Euroamerican 

settlements appeared in the Victor Valley as early as 1860 (Peirson 1970:128).  Despite these ñearly 

starts,ò due to its harsh environment, development in the arid high desert country of southern 

California was slow and limited for much of the historic period, and the Victor Valley remained only 

sparsely populated until the second half of the 20th century. 
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Garcés traveled through the Victor Valley along an ancient Indian trading route known today as the 

Mojave Trail (Beck and Haase 1974:15).  In the early 1830s, parts of this trail were incorporated into 

the Old Spanish Trail, an important pack-train road that extended between southern California and 

Santa Fe, New Mexico (Warren 2004).  Some 20 years later, when the historic wagon road known as 

the Mormon Trail or Salt Lake Trail was established between Utah and southern California, it 

followed essentially the same route across the Victor Valley (NPS 2001:5).  Since then, the Victor 

Valley has always served as a crucial link on a succession of major transportation arteries, where the 

heritage of the ancient Mojave Trail was carried on by the Santa Fe Railway since the 1880s, by the 

legendary U.S. Route 66 during the early and mid-20th century, and finally by todayôs Interstate 

Highway 15. 

 

Settlement in Apple Valley 

 

Although cattle ranchers are known to have grazed their herds along the Mojave River as early as the 

1850s, the first settler to establish long-term residency in what is now Apple Valley is generally 

considered to be Silas Cox, a young Mormon cowboy who began using the area as a winter pasture 

for his familyôs cattle in 1860 (OôRourke 2004:9).  The next year, a small gold rush in the San 

Bernardino Mountains brought about an important transportation route across the southernmost 

portion of Apple Valley when the miners raised funds to build a wagon road, commonly referred to 

as Van Dusen Road or Coxey Road, from the Holcombe Valley to connect with the Cajon Pass Toll 

Road, built around the same time by San Bernardino pioneer John Brown, Sr. (Robinson 1989:51-

52; Thompson n.d.:4). 
 

Around 1870, Brown and his sons established a cattle ranch, later known as Rancho Verde, on the 

southwestern edge of present-day Apple Valley (Thompson n.d.:1, 2), which marked the beginning 

of the first permanent settlement in the area.  This was followed shortly afterwards by John J. 

Atkinsonôs homestead near the Upper Mojave Narrows and A. Frank McKenney and Jesse W. 

Taylorôs supply station further downstream on the newly blazed Stoddard Wells Road, a shortcut on 

the original Salt Lake Trail (ibid.:2).  In 1871-1878, when George M. Wheeler surveyed and mapped 

a large portion of the western United States, John Brownôs ranch and McKenney and Taylorôs 

station, identified then as ñHuntingtonôs,ò were the only settlements noted in the Apple Valley area 

(Wheeler 1878; Thompson n.d.:2). 
 

With the completion of the Santa Fe Railway in the 1880s, settlement activities began in earnest in 

the Victor Valley and reached a peak in the 1910s.  Thanks to the availability of fertile lands and the 

abundance of ground water, agriculture played a dominant role in the early development of the 

Victor Valley area.  During the late 19th and early 20th centuries, settlers in the valley attempted a 

number of moneymaking staples, such as alfalfa, deciduous fruits, and poultry, with only limited 

success.  The name of Apple Valley, adopted around the turn of the century, reflects one such 

endeavor in the vicinity (Gudde 1998:15). 

 

Agrarian Development 

 

In 1895, the Appleton Land and Water Company was organized to develop a valley-wide irrigation 

system and expansive apple orchards on the east side of the Mojave River (OôRourke 2004:12).  

With the eventual success of the apple orchards, early settlers undertook a coordinated effort to 

enhance the image of the area through the creation of the Apple Valley Improvement Association in 
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1910 (ibid.:13).  Ursula Poates, a dedicated promoter for the area who was given the title ñMayoress 

of Apple Valleyò in 1911, is widely credited with coining the name of the town (ibid.:12; Lovato 

2007:14).   

 

By 1914, there were at least 14 notable ranches in the Apple Valley area, clustered mostly along the 

Mojave River (OôRourke 2004:14, 15).  Eight years later, however, the total population in Apple 

Valley remained only 50 (Ryon 1964).  In the early 1930s, the aftermath of the Great Depression all 

but wiped out the apple orchards in Apple Valley, but the economic blow was somewhat softened by 

the townôs emergence as a relatively close getaway spot for the rich and famous of Hollywood, 

while the open landscape and climate also provided an attractive setting for film production 

(OôRourke 2004:18-19).  Many of the properties in Apple Valley were converted into guest ranches, 

rural retreats, or sanitariums.   

 

After enjoying a heyday that began in the 1940s and lasted roughly a decade, the dude ranch industry 

went into decline once the city-dwellersô vacation options broadened in the post-World War II years, 

most notably through the rapid ascension of Las Vegas as a tourist destination and through increased 

air travel (Thompson 2001:13).  Eventually, one by one the guest ranches, retreats, and sanitariums 

fell victim to the townôs later growth and, like the apple orchards before them, disappeared almost 

entirely from the landscape. 

 

Birth and Growth of the Town 

 

The post-World War II  era saw the beginning of sustained growth in the Victor Valley region, 

including Apple Valley.  Beginning in 1945, Newton T. Bass and Bernard J. ñBudò Westlund, two 

partners who had made a fortune in the petroleum industry in Long Beach, acquired approximately 

25,000 acres of land in Apple Valley and set about developing an entire new town under the name of 

Apple Valley Ranchos (Ryon 1964; OôRourke 2004:37).  Through a series of high-profile promotion 

campaigns, within 20 years Bass and Westlund succeeded in turning this sparsely settled stretch of 

desert land into a western-themed town of 11,000 residents (OôRourke 2004:41-43), thus opening 

the history of the modern community of Apple Valley. 
 

Through the Apple Valley Building and Development Company, Bass and Westlund developed and 

marketed thousands of residences and commercial properties, the first one sold in 1946 (Ryon 1964; 

OôRourke 2004:37-38).  In the ensuing decades, the community of Apple Valley continued to grow 

and acquire civic services such as a police force, fire stations, hospitals, and an airport.  True to Bass 

and Westlundôs original vision for a modern Apple Valley Ranchos, the growth of the town has been 

largely driven by residential and commercial development.  In 1988, the Town of Apple Valley was 

incorporated with a population of approximately 41,000 and an area of 78 square miles.  After 

further expansion in recent decades, the Town now has a total population of more than 74,000. 

 

Historical Overview of the Planning Area 

 

In contrast to the carefully promoted and marketed Apple Valley Ranchos development immediately 

to the west, the ñVillageò area developed more slowly, organically, and generally out of the 

limelight.  Largely uninvolved in the earlier horticultural and dude ranch booms, the area remained a 

stretch of open desert land in a mostly natural state until the 1940s-1950s, when rural residential 

properties, mobile home parks, and modest commercial buildings in small shopping strips began to 
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appear gradually (NETR Online 1952; USGS 1956; Fig. 4).  At the western end of the Village, the 

area near the intersection of Highway 18 and Navajo Road now features the most recent commercial 

development, such as chain stores and fast food restaurants, while the rest of the planning area has 

increasingly come to host warehouses and shopping centers in recent decades (NETR Online 1952-

1995; see further discussion below).   

 

 

RESEARCH METHODS 

 

RECORDS SEARCH 

 

The historical/archaeological resources records search for this study was conducted mainly by the 

South Central Coastal Information Center (SCCIC) of the California Historical Resources 

Information System on November 17, 2020.  Located on the campus of California State University, 

Fullerton, SCCIC is the State of Californiaôs official cultural resource records repository for the 

County of San Bernardino.  During the records search, the SCCIC staff examined digital maps, 

records, and databases for previously identified cultural resources and existing cultural resources 

reports within a quarter-mile radius of the planning area.   

 

Previously identified cultural resources include properties designated as California Historical 

Landmarks or Points of Historical Interest as well as those listed in the National Register of Historic 

Places, the California Register of Historical Resources, or the California Historical Resources 

Inventory.  In addition to these listings maintained at the SCCIC, CRM TECH also consulted the 

listing of the Town of Apple Valley Historical Points of Interest (Town of Apple Valley 2005; n.d.) 

for information pertaining to the planning area. 

 

SACRED LANDS FILE SEARCH  

 

In order to identify any known sites of Native American cultural value in or near the planning area, 

on October 13, 2020, CRM TECH submitted a written request to the State of California Native 

American Heritage Commission (NAHC) for a records search in the commissionôs Sacred Lands 

File.  The NAHC is the State of Californiaôs trustee agency for the protection of ñtribal cultural 

resources,ò as defined by California Public Resources Code §21074, and is tasked with identifying 

and cataloging properties of Native American cultural value, including places of special religious, 

spiritual, or social significance and known graves and cemeteries throughout the state.  The response 

from the NAHC is summarized below and attached to this report in Appendix 2. 

 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND RESEARCH 

 

Historical background research for this study was conducted by CRM TECH principal investigator 

Bai ñTomò Tang and project historian/architectural historian Terri Jacquemain on the basis of 

published literature in local and regional history, U.S. General Land Office (GLO) land survey plat 

map dated 1856, U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) topographic maps dated 1902-1993, and aerial 

photographs taken in 1952-2018.  The historic maps are available at the websites of the USGS and 

the U.S. Bureau of Land Management, and the aerial photographs are available at the Nationwide 

Environmental Title Research (NETR) Online website and through the Google Earth software. 
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Figure 4.  Typical landscapes and features in the planning area.  Clockwise from top left: open field on the northeast 

corner of Central Road and Highway 18; ñThe Villageò sign at the east end; commercial properties along the south 

side of Highway 18, view to the southeast; commercial properties along the north side of Highway 18, view to the 

northeast; typical Ranch-style residence in the planning area; community park on Navajo Road, view to the 

southwest; intersection of Highway 18 and Navajo Road, view to the west; ñThe Villageò monument at the west 

end.  (Photographs taken on December 12, 2020)  


